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 TOP 50 NEW PRODUCTS AWARDS 2012
GENERAL INFORMATION
We are delighted to announce the details of New Product Award scheme for Showcase 2012.  The top 50 products including the four Category winners will be given pride of place in a designated area off the Main Hall, right from the opening of the show on Sunday morning.   Selected new products will feature strongly in the Show PR and on the website.  These awards constitute an important reference for buyers visiting the show, who want to see new and innovative products each year.  You are therefore, strongly encouraged to enter your new and innovative products into the awards scheme to maximise your exposure at Showcase 2012.


TOP 50 NEW PRODUCTS AWARDS 2012 WILL BE JUDGED ON THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA:
· Is the product new to market since Showcase 2011?

· Does the product demonstrate excellence in design and manufacture?

· Is the product appealing to the mainstream consumer market (not Collector or ‘high end’ of the market)?

· Is the product priced appropriately to the marketplace?

· Does the product provide good packaging and promotional material suitable for the retail environment?

· In summary, new product & innovation awards are given to products that are clearly of a quality design; ones that will excite and attract consumers.

· Does the product represent exceptional innovation in Design, Materials, Processes or Functionality?  Please note that innovation can be assessed according to some or all of the following criteria: inventiveness, design, new interpretation of existing theme/established traditions, new approaches to promotion/marketing, new uses for existing products/materials.
PRODUCT CATEGORIES
One Category winner and two highly commended entries will be selected in the following areas:

· Craft and Gift

· Tabletop and Interiors

· Jewellery

· Fashion Knitwear and Accessories

From the above category winners, one overall winner will be selected. The judges will also nominate a total of 46 others for inclusion in the special display for the Top 50 New Products at the show.

AWARDS & RECOGNITION

The overall winner will be presented with a special trophy and a certificate during a ceremony held on Saturday 21st January at the Welcome Reception for Visitors in Bewley’s Hotel, Ballsbridge (the designated Hub Hotel for Showcase 2011)

· Both the Category winners and highly commended will be presented with a certificate during the awards ceremony.
· Winners and Highly Commended entries will also be featured on the Showcase web site and in a national PR campaign.

· The overall winning product, category winning and highly commended products and the other selected products will be exhibited in a specially designed display area off the Main Hall.

APPLICATION PROCESS
· The awards are open to all exhibitors at the show

· Exhibitors can nominate up to two products that meet the criteria listed above.
· Nominations must be made on official Top 50 New Product Awards Application Form (attached). This can also be downloaded from the Showcase website www.showcaseireland.com.  
· Please note that applications must be completed and submitted no later than 12 noon on Monday, 16th January to Mary Rhatigan by email: mary@ccoi.ie or by fax to + 353 567763754.
· Product must be submitted to the organisers office no later than Friday 20th January (9am-4pm). 

· All accompanying packaging and promotional material should be submitted along with the nominated products.
JUDGING & AWARDS PROCESS

· Judging will take place on Saturday 21st  January in a designated judging area and shortlisted candidates for the categories awards will be notified on Saturday afternoon. All shortlisted candidates must be available to attend the award ceremony on Saturday 21st January at 7pm
TERMS AND CONDITIONS
· All products must meet the criteria above.

· Any exhibitor found to be in breach of criteria will be excluded from these and any subsequent awards at Showcase. 

· Spot checks will be conducted to ensure that all products submitted meet the criteria.

· The judges’ decision is final. No feedback on products can be provided due to the volume of products to be assessed.
· All products submitted must be dropped off at the designated area, clearly marked New Product Awards with Exhibitor Name and Stand Number.  No exhibitors will gain entry into the judging area.

· Products that are not selected for the Top 50 will be returned to the exhibitors on Sunday morning. 
COMPLETE YOUR ENTRY IN 3 EASY STEPS:


The adjudication of New Product Awards will take place on Saturday 21st January. The panel of judges will select only from PRODUCTS SUBMITTED. Note: The panel will NOT be visiting stands  - it is only product submitted by the deadline of 4pm on Friday 20th January that can be included in the awards scheme. 


Application forms must be completed and submitted no later than 12 noon on Monday, 16th January to Mary Rhatigan by email: maryr@ccoi.ie or by fax to + 353 567763754.





2	YOUR PRODUCT SAMPLES  for adjudication must be submitted to the Organiser’s Office between 9am and no later than 4pm on Friday 20th January.  


3	Please label your product clearly using the Exhibitor name and stand Number  for the Show


Note: Only the top 50 products will be displayed in the designated area. All applicants will receive a New Product display Card for their stand in their exhibitors pack, this should only be used to display products that are new to the show for 2012.  


Winners will be announced at a special awards ceremony on Saturday 21st January at 7pm at the Welcome Reception for Visitors in Bewley’s Hotel, Ballsbridge (the designated Hub Hotel for Showcase 2012)


Good Luck!











